of course, solely on the authority of the Scriptures) 
should be. Should he find the verse ambiguous 
(“Whither thou goest I will go,” for example, could 
mean all sorts of things vis-a-vis the Blake Proposal), 
the player has a number of further options: 

(a) If he has declared himself a fundamentalist, 
he simply shouts the verse loudly over and over 
again until the other players resignedly let him 
move his counter. (b) If he is a liberal, he turns the 
— over to The Exegetes (a group of any 
three players who then retire to ponder the matter 
indefinitely). (c) If he is an ecumaniac (defined as 
‘a Christian who loves all branches of Christendom 
save his own’), he will draw from a third pile of 
cards for further enlightenment. This pile is labeled 
“Tradition” and consists of quotations from St. 
Augustine, St. Anselm, St. John (Calvin), Pascal, 
Kierkegaard, Niebuhr, Bonhoeffer and H. Jackson 
Forstman. By collating the inspired biblical text 
and the rich resources of Tradition, the player can 
usually arrive at a satisfactory answer. 

Should the latter stil] not be possible, the game 
goes into a new phase in which all the players dis- 
cuss the matter in rigid parliamentary fashion. In 
the Presbyterian version of I Protest, this phase is 
called General Assembly; in the Episcopalian, it is 
General Convention. Only anti-ecumaniacs will in- 
sist on calling it Vatican Council. 

Resources are not yet exhausted should a stale- 
mate once again ensue, for if this happens, General 
Assembly or General Convention (whatever the de- 
nominational term) has a further procedure open. 
Interestingly enough, this is the only procedure 
common to all versions of J Protest. It is entitled 
Appointing a Committee to Consider the Matter 
and Report at the Next Annual Meeting. 

It is then the next player’s move. 

But these descriptions have not yet gotten to the 
real heart of J Protest: the move (always available 
to every player) that most truly depicts the genius 
of Protestantism. Anytime a player becomes dis- 
satisfied with the course of the game or even with 
the rules, he is entitled to draw from the largest pile 
of cards on the whole board, which is labeled “The 
Right of Private Judgment.” (Each card is blank, 
but no one is aware of this ahead of time.) The dis- 
gruntled player simply says clearly and distinctly, “I 
appeal to The Right of Private Judgment.” He 
thereupon draws a card, reads from it whatever 
move he wishes, makes it, and motions to the next 
player to take his turn. 

Since there is no court of appeal higher than The 
Right of Private Judgment, the other players must 
either accept his decision or vote to Withdraw Rec- 
ognition. Should they do this the player thus dis- 
criminated against says loudly and prophetically, “I 
Protest,’ withdraws his counter from the board and 
Starts Another Denomination. This is done by 
merely spinning the counter until he gets a 2 and 
a 3 in succession, knowing that where two or three 
are gathered together, it is legitimate to have an 
Organizational Meeting. 

The player who starts the Most New Denomina- 
tions in the course of an evening is The Winner! 
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